
Welcome to the January edition of 

the Mopsies Gazette; the official 

newspaper of the Basildon & 

Pitsea Cricket Club. 

 

Now that Christmas is over, the 

sound of leather on willow is not 

that far away. With the proposed 

improvements to the clubhouse, 

and also with the winter nets just 

round the corner, 2014 could be 

one of the most successful in the 

club’s history if we all pull togeth-

er; let’s go for it !! 

Welcome! 

As part of the AGM earlier in the 

month, the club conferred life 

memberships and vice presiden-

cy to three members who have 

provided exceptional service to 

the club. 

The first life membership was 

awarded to Ian Anderson; Ian 

currently continues to play in our 

second XI on a regular basis; 

however our former Chairman 

had the task during his term of 

overseeing the club through 

some of its darkest times; it was 

his strong leadership at that time 

that saw the club bounce back 

and flourish, and a number of his 

legacy ideas still are around the 

club; the work being continued 

by his successors to the role. 

Our second life membership was 

conferred to Jeff Noble; Jeff was 

in charge of the Youth Section of 

the club for 9 years until he 

stepped down in September 

2013.  A number of our current 

playing members (including 

some of the key players in the 

first XI) came through Jeff’s acad-

emy and continued on to play 

regular adult cricket for the club 

at all levels. 

Finally, the club awarded a Vice 

Presidency to Pat Ayres; Pat is a 

former player from the halcyon 

days of the club, and has contrib-

uted to the club not only finan-

cially, but also by providing scor-

ing assistance and by running 

around youth players to all parts 

of Essex for Saturday and youth 

team games. 

We congratulate all three on 

their awards; and look forward to 

welcoming them all to Mopsies 

during the summer. 

Congratulations to our new Life Members & Vice President 
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International Cricket at Mopsies 
don area, and want some net 

sessions and practice matches 

before the tournament starts; 

and so they contacted the club 

for help. 
 

We have arranged for the Basil-

don Buffaloes to play the visitors 

in a T20 match on Friday June 

20th at Mopsies, 6pm start. 
 

The guys will then use our nets 

on the morning of the 21st prior 

to the league match that BPCC 

will play that day, and will be 

As you may have seen on the 

club’s Facebook or Twitter feeds, 

BPCC will play host to interna-

tional cricketers this coming 

June. 
 

The club was approached by the 

German Cricket Team, who are 

playing in the ICC European 

Division 2 competition which is 

being held at The County Ground 

and also Billericay, starting June 

23rd.   
 

The team are staying in the Basil-

back at the ground for a friendly 

against a team that we are ar-

ranging for them to give them a 

good stern test before they start 

their competition. 

 

This is a fantastic opportunity to 

see some top quality cricket on 

our doorstep; the team are 

ranked 37th in the world. (from 

107).  Make sure you get down 

to Mopsies for either one or 

both games. 



After the Annual General Meet-

ing this year, the end of season 

awards were handed out at the 

clubhouse. 

We started with the team awards, 

and the 1st XI was keenly con-

tested, with the winner being 

Lloyd Lambert. The 2nd XI 

award was also a very hard 

choice, however the winner was 

Paul Singleton. 

The 3’s could have named a 

handful of players, with the win-

ner being Alastair Hayton. Final-

ly the 4th XI, a number of nota-

ble names here (a number of 

youth players also), James 

Bunce coming out on top. 

We then moved onto the Club 

awards, and the club batsman 

again could have been a few 

players, with the winner being 

Mark Amos. The bowler award 

was a little easier to choose, 

Luke Daw the outstanding win-

ner. 

The Champagne moment was 

awarded to Yash Patel for his 

204no, and the Club honored 

Connor McLeod as best Youth 

Player. 

Finally, last but not least, the 

Roger Edson award for Clubman 

of the Year was awarded to Dave 

Ayres; who in his acceptance 

speech thanked the committee 

for their votes and the members 

and committee for their support 

in 2013, and hoped the club has 

its best ever season in 2014.  

Stats 

Lloyd 366 runs, 22 wkts; Paul 320 

runs; Alastair 221 runs, 2 wkts; 

James 292 runs, 8 wkts  

Mark 474 runs, Luke 34 wkts, 

Connor 256 runs, 27 wkts 

lowed by Dead Ball.  

 

Question no1; What four signals 

made by an umpire must also be 

accompanied by a call?  

 

No ball, Wide, Short Run, Dead 

Ball  

 

So, how did you do? If you are 

ready, here are this month’s 

posers.  Answers next time 

round. 

 

Situation no1; The bowler bowls 

the ball and it hits the off-

stump.  One of the bails remains 

on the stumps while the other 

lifts off 3 inches but lands back 

on top of the stumps.  The bow-

ler appeals.....how do you (the 

umpire) answer the appeal?   

 

Situation no2; A batsman is at-

Hopefully the MCC lawbook that 

Aunty Ethel bought you for 

Christmas has now been fully 

understood, because here is 

Dicky with his latest posers. 

 

Last time round, Dicky posed the 

following, with the answers in 

green.  

 

Situation no 1; A bowler runs up 

and delivers the ball but before it 

reaches the batsman it is inter-

cepted by a fielder at silly mid 

off.  He notices that the batsman 

is out of his ground and throws 

the ball at the stumps and dis-

lodges one of the bails.  The 

fielding side appeal for a 'run 

out'.  What is the correct deci-

sion?  

 

The batsman is NOT OUT.  The 

umpire would call No ball fol-

tempting a sweep shot but he 

gets a top edge and the ball is 

going to fall on his 

stumps.  Seeing this the batsman 

knocks the ball away with his 

bat.  The fielding side appeal for 

'hit the ball twice'.  How should 

you (the umpire) answer the 

appeal?  

 

2013 End of Season awards 

You’re the umpire 

 

“Let’s have the best season ever 

for the club” 
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Club kit now available through shop 

sizes, and is priced very reasona-

ble versus other suppliers. 

Also remember; any purchases 

made through the club shop 

earn the club a 5% commission 

payment. 

Full details of all the kit options 

are online, or via Dave Ayres. 

The 2014 playing and training kit, 

is now available to purchase 

through the club shop, via  

Serious Cricket. 

Those members who attended 

the AGM would have been able 

to see the first shirt off the press, 

however the kit is available in all 

Did you know? 
The first laws of cricket were written in 1774.  Since then every single aspect of the game has been changed, be it to do with the bat, ball, length 

of game etc apart from one thing; to this day the game is still played on a wicket 22 yards long; the last remaining rule from the original rule-

book ! 



AGM overview 

Key dates for 2014 

District Trials Update 

The 65th Annual General Meet-

ing of the club took place on 

Friday January 10th at the club-

house.  An impressive number of 

members turned out for the 

occasion. 

Changes to the constitution that 

were accepted by the members 

included the removal of the post 

of Club Development Officer, 

and the adoption of a new role 

of Club Marketing Officer. 

Within the committee, Brian 

Waterman (Treasurer), Wayne 

Morgan (Club Manager), Mike 

Blerkom (Bar), Lloyd Lambert 

(Youth), Dave Ayres (Fixtures) 

and Dan Bedford (Secretary) all 

remain in their current posts. 

Changes to the committee are; 

Gary Ayres replaces Paul Single-

ton as Events Manager, with Paul 

replacing Lee Lewis as Cricket 

Manager.  Finally after a good 

year as Chairman, Michael Gray 

stepped down to be replaced by 

Paul Ayres. 

As mentioned on page 1, Ian 

Anderson and Jeff Noble were 

both added to the Life Mem-

bers list, with Pat Ayres being 

added to the Honorary Vice 

Presidents list. 

There was lively debate around 

the main topic in AOB; the 

future of the 4th XI, which a 

decision has been deferred to 

the Players Meeting, after re-

viewing the interest in the club 

through winter nets. 

at the district level.  Charlie will 

be in the U13 age group for the 

coming season. 

Finally, last but not least is Frank 

Farrington, who will take his 

place in the U15 squad after 

coming through from the U13 

team last year. 

We congratulate all three players 

for making it through. 

Unfortunately, Daniel Blerkom, 

George Borley, and Mitchell 

McLeod were unlucky at their 

trials, and didn’t make selection.  

However these three should be 

commended for making it 

through into the second trial 

stage; no mean feat in itself. 

Well done to all our boys who 

took part in the trial process. 

BPCC will have three district 

representatives next season in 

the SEDCB age group squads. 

First up to come through the trial 

process is Sam Good, who is 

now a veteran of club and dis-

trict.  Sam will be in the U11 age 

group this year. 

Next up is Charlie Blerkom, who 

again is now becoming a regular 

 

Currently, we plan to have our 

Cricketforce weekend on the 5th 

and 6th April 2014; further de-

tails will follow. 

 

Remember the 1st XI kick of 

their season at home to Horn-

church in the Dukes League Cup 

on April 26th at Mopsies. 

 

Winter Nets will commence in 

February 2014 at The Woodlands 

School.  Emails will be sent out 

nearer the time. 

 

The annual players meeting date 

will be announced shortly, and 

invites will be sent to all playing 

members; this is a key meeting 

so we urge you to attend. 

On Sunday 25th May  2014 will 

be the date for our President’s 

Day, a very much welcomed date 

put back in the diary. 

 

Finally, the visit of the German 

National Team; who will be at 

Mopsies on Friday 20th June for 

a T20 against the Buffaloes. 
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withdraw from the League. 

As many of us know, the beauti-

ful grounds where Pegasus 

played were owned by the 

Petroplus Oil Company, who 

went into administration a cou-

ple of years ago.  It has now time 

that the sports ground has to be 

sold by the administrator, and so 

Pegasus had no choice but to 

wind up as a Saturday club. 

As a club, we took the bold step 

of offering to help where possi-

ble to ensure that their Youth set 

up could continue, however they 

have lost a number of players to 

rival clubs already. 

As they have now become a 

touring Sunday team with the 

players they have left, Jack Far-

rington’s Sunday Xi will be play-

ing them at Mopsies in August. 

 

At the time of writing, we still 

await the publishing of the 

League fixtures for the 2014 

season.  The delay has been 

caused by a couple of factors, 

firstly that the League’s Fixture 

Secretary’s computer has 

crashed, with all the fixtures on 

it ! 

The second reason is because 

one of the League’s clubs, Pega-

sus & Corringham, have had to 

League update 


